What isa Christian

The Authentic Jesus V|1

If we are going to be authentic believers, we need to know what oneis. Christianity is not based
on:

Church attendance
Being good

Being called a Christian
Joining a group

Christianity comes from:

e Anunwavering belief in Jesus Christ as Lord (unto death)
e A willingness to walk in the truth no matter what the consequences are

The phrase “Christian” is only mentioned three times in the bible and was not aterm of endearment
from the people in the world. The disciples of Christ were tagged Christians as a form of mocking
and persecution, and they embraced the term as a badge of honor.

The first time Christian is mentioned in the word of God isin the book of Acts chapter 11.

KJV Acts 11:25-27

Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:

And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year
they assembled themsel ves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called
Christiansfirst in Antioch.

And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch.

The second time the word “ Christian” is mentioned in the bible is when Paul was speaking to
Festus and Agrippain Acts 26.

KJV Acts 26:24-28

And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much
learning doth make thee mad.

But he said, | am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and sober ness.
For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also | speak freely: for | am persuaded that
none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not donein a corner.

King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? | know that thou believest.

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest meto be a Christian.

The third time “ Christian” is mentioned in the word of God isin 1 Peter 4 where the Apostle Peter
istalking about Christian suffering.



KJV 1 Peter 4:16-19

Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but et him glorify God on this behalf.
For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what
shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

And if the righteous scar cely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?

Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their soulsto him
in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

e |f you are a Christian you will be persecuted, mocked, made fun of, buffeted, hated, warred
against by principalities and powers.
e Wearenot only to endureit but to endure it happily.

Signs of Christianity:

KJV Acts 11:19-26

Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Sephen travelled as
far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only.

And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake
unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.

And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.
Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they
sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch.

Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with
purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto
the Lord.

Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:

And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year
they assembled themsel ves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called
Christiansfirst in Antioch.

Disciples:

e Disciplined follower
e Onewho followsthe life and teaching of another

Christian literally means:

e Christ follower

e Peoplethat have a persona relationship with the Lord

e Peoplethat don’'t have to tell anyone they are Christians, their actions separate them from
the world which calls them Christians to the Glory of God.

e Thedisciples were called Christians because they walked, talked, and acted awholelot like
Jesus.



You might bea Christian if:
1. JesusisLord of your life

Acts 11:19-20

Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen
travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto
the Jews only.

And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch,
spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.

e Jesusisnot an addition to your life

e Christians are people who have made Jesus Lord of their life and Preach Him as Lord
every where they go.

e Jesusisyour life:

KJV John 14:6
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me.

KJV Acts 17:23-28

For as| passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an altar with thisinscription, To The
Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor ship, him declare | unto you.

God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth,
dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

Neither isworshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to
all life, and breath, and all things;

And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and
hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he
be not far from every one of us:

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have
said, For we are also his offspring.

2. You understand and havethe grace of God working in your life (verse 23)
Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all
e Graceiswhat separates Christianity from every pagan religion on the planet. Every

religion requires works to get to God but in Christianity we are saved by grace through
faith.



KJV Acts 15:11
But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as

they.

KJV Ephesians 2:5
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by graceye are
saved;)

KJV Ephesians 2:8-9
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.

KJV 2 Timothy 1:9

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given usin Christ Jesus before the
world began,

Jesus entered humanity to save us by grace and through our faith in the work He
performed

e Wearethe only people on earth that do not tell men to change their lives to come to
God but have a message that God came to you in the form of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
if you accept Him and call upon His name He will change you for His glory.

¢ Wemust not only understand the grace of God but defend it and protect the truth of it so
as to point men to God and not unto themselves or other gods that are no gods.

e Christ came to this earth to perform that which we were unable to do which is keep the
Law and lead a perfect righteous life; and then went to the cross to pay for what we have
done, break the law and lead unrighteous lives.

e All then we haveto do is accept God' s work Hisway (not ours)

Being a Christian is about accepting His way instead of demanding ours.

3. You have purpose of heart and cleavetotheLord (Verse 23)

Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that
with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

Christians know:
e Wwearenot an accident

e Wehave apurpose



e We have arelationship with the True and Living God
e WeLove God and cleave to the Lord.

e The meaning of life comes through relationship with God not the collection of
thingsin this earth.

If you pursue the things of thisworld instead of God you will be pierced through with many
sorrows and will walk down aroad of death:

KJV 1 Timothy 6:9-10

But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themsel ves through with many sorrows.

KJV Matthew 19:24
And again | say unto you, It iseasier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for
a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

People that are in Love are amess over the person they are in love with. If we Love the
Lord and cleave to Him with all our hearts then he is on our minds al the time and we have
a hard time focusing on the things of this world.

4. You areagood man: Christians are good people (Verse 24)

For hewas a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was
added unto the Lord.

e Wedon't do worksto get saved but good works come out of the relationship we have
with him through faith:

KJV Matthew 5:16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which isin heaven.

KJV John 14:12
Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me, the worksthat | do shall he do also;
and greater works than these shall he do; because | go unto my Father.

KJV James 2:24-26

Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the
messengers, and had sent them out another way?

For asthe body without the spirit is dead, so faith without worksis dead also.



e Our works come out of relationship with Him and glorify the Lord and display his
power, greatness, and lovein our lives so that others might see Him working in and
through us.

e Good works come out of aheart that is perfect towards the Lord; a heart of flesh that is
soft for God not hard to sin.

KJV Ezekiel 11:19
And | will give themone heart, and | will put a new spirit within you; and | will take the
stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:

We areto have unfeigned faith and love
e (unwavering, sincere, without dissimulation or hypocrisy).

KJV 1 Timothy 1:5
Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience,
and of faith unfeigned:

KJV 2 Timothy 1:5
When | call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that isin thee, which dwelt first in thy
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and | am persuaded that in thee al so.

KJV 1 Peter 1:22
Seeing ye have purified your soulsin obeying the truth through the spirit unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

e God wants usto bethereal deal even when wefall short.
KJV Acts 10:38
How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about

doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

5. Thehand of theLord isupon you and you arefull of the Holy Ghost: Christiansareled by
the Spirit of God (Verses 21 and 24)

And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the
Lord.

For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was
added unto the Lord.

KJV Romans 8:14
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.



e Themost profound signature that you are filled with the Spirit is that you are led
supernaturally in thislife by the Spirit of God.

e With maturity in the kingdom comes the ability to test, and discern what is God, and
what is carnal, or evil in nature.

e Christians livein aworld beyond their five physical senses, being led by spiritual
things through a plurality of witnesses.

e Godisa Spirit and cannot be found with the five physical senses alone:

KJV John 4:23
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor shippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

KJV 2 Corinthians 5:7
For we walk by faith, not by sight

6. You arefull of faith (Verse 24)

For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was
added unto the Lord.

e Christians are Believers not Un-Believers:
We believe in many things of the kingdom that we can’t see:

Angels

God himself

Miracles

Laying hands on the sick and watching them recover
Gifts of the Holy Spirit

We please God with our faith:
KJV Hebrews 11:6
But without faith it isimpossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that
heis, and that heis arewarder of themthat diligently seek him.

e Faith makes us God pleasers

e Faith isthe door into the grace of God



7. You liketo assemble with others and be taught the things of God (Verse 26):

And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole
year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples
were called Christians first in Antioch.

Christians love to be taught in the word of God

They loveto teach in the word of God

Christians love to be discipled and to disciple others in the word if God

Christians love the word of God and the people of God and assembl e together and
provoke one another to good works

KJV Hebrews 10:23-24

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for heis faithful that
promised;)

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

KJV Hebrews 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, asthe manner of someis; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

KJV John 8:31-32

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are
ye my disciplesindeed;

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

e Christians know that God’sword isliberty and freedom and want more of it to make
them free from bondage.

KJV James 1:25
But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

KJV 2 Corinthians 3:17
Now the Lord isthat Spirit: and wherethe Spirit of the Lord is, thereisliberty.

KJV Gaatians 5:1
Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not
entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

KJV Galatians 5:13
For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the
flesh, but by love serve one another.



KJV James 2:12
So speak ye, and so do, asthey that shall be judged by the law of liberty.

If we are authentic Christianswe emulatethevery life of Christ: Wearemarried tothe
Lord, bone of hisbone, flesh of hisflesh:

KJV Ephesians 5:30-32

For we are members of hisbody, of hisflesh, and of his bones.

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife,
and they two shall be one flesh.

Thisisa great mystery: but | speak concerning Christ and the church.



