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Our Purpose: 

1) Seeking and saving the lost by way of Street Witnessing

2) Evangelism Training for the Body of Christ

And the Lord's servant

must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth. 
2 Timothy 2:24-25
But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
2 Timothy 4:5


	Note from Brad 
Update on us being told not to step foot on bus station property or pass out tracts on the property:  I wrote a “Certified Mail” letter to the Springfield City Manager, explaining our rights to witness and pass out tracts on public property.   He forwarded it to the General Counsel attorney of City Utilities, who is in charge of the bus stations in Springfield.  
He wrote me back saying that it is within our rights to witness and pass out gospel tracts at the bus station because it is public property.  Praise God.  We can now go back to the bus station and witness and pass out tracts.  I encourage you to stand up for your rights, one person can make a huge difference!!
Scripture of the Week 
John 3:3
“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’”
Quote of the Week 
“Just as the world was not ready for the New Testament before it received the Old, just as the Jews were not prepared for the ministry of Christ until John the Baptist had gone before Him with his claimant call to repentance, so the unsaved are in no condition today for the Gospel till the Law be applied to their hearts, for “by the Law is the knowledge of sin.”  It is a waste of time to sow seed on ground which as never been ploughed or spaded! To present the vicarious sacrifice of Christ to those whose dominant passion is to take fill of sin, is to give that which is holy to the dogs.”
--A.W. Pink
 Questions and Objections 
"Why is there suffering? That proves there is no ‘loving’ God."

Study the soil for a moment. It naturally produces weeds. No one plants them; no one waters them. They even stubbornly push through cracks of a dry sidewalk. Millions of useless weeds sprout like there’s no tomorrow, strangling our crops and ruining our lawns. Pull them out by the roots, and there will be more tomorrow. They are nothing but a curse! 
Consider how much of the earth is uninhabitable. There are millions of square miles of barren deserts in Africa and other parts of the world. Most of Australia is nothing but miles and miles of useless desolate land. Not only that, but the earth is constantly shaken with massive earthquakes. Its shores are lashed with hurricanes; tornadoes rip through creation with incredible fury; devastating floods soak the land; and terrible droughts parch the soil. Sharks, tigers, lions, snakes, spiders, and disease-carrying mosquitoes attack humanity and suck its life’s blood. 
The earth’s inhabitants are afflicted with disease, pain, suffering, and death. Think of how many people are plagued with cancer, Alzheimer’s, multiple sclerosis, heart disease, emphysema, Parkinson’s, and a number of other debilitating illnesses. Consider all the children with leukemia, or people born with crippling diseases or without the mental capability to even feed themselves. All these things should convince thinking minds that something is radically wrong. Did God blow it when He created humanity? What sort of tyrant must our Creator be if this was His master plan?
Sadly, many use the issue of suffering as an excuse to reject any thought of God, when its existence is the very reason we should accept Him. Suffering stands as terrible testimony to the truth of the explanation given by the Word of God. But how can we know that the Bible is true? Simply by studying the prophecies of Matthew 24, Luke 21, and 2 Timothy 3. A few minutes of openhearted inspection will convince any honest skeptic that this is no ordinary book. It is the supernatural testament of our Creator about why there is suffering...and what we can do about it.
The Bible tells us that God cursed the earth because of Adam’s transgression. Weeds are a curse. So is disease. Sin and suffering cannot be separated. The Scriptures inform us that we live in a fallen creation. In the beginning, God created man perfect, and he lived in a perfect world without suffering. It was heaven on earth. When sin came into the world, death and misery came with it. Those who understand the message of Holy Scripture eagerly await a new heaven and a new earth "wherein dwells righteous-ness." In that coming Kingdom there will be no more pain, suffering, disease, or death. We are told that no eye has ever seen, nor has any ear heard, neither has any man’s mind ever imagined the wonderful things that God has in store for those who love Him (1 Corinthians 2:9).
Think for a moment what it would be like if food grew with the fervor of weeds. Consider how wonderful it would be if the deserts became incredibly fertile, if creation stopped devouring humanity. Imagine if the weather worked for us instead of against us, if disease completely disappeared, if pain was a thing of the past, if death was no more. 
The dilemma is that we are like a child whose insatiable appetite for chocolate has caused his face to break out with ugly sores. He looks in the mirror and sees a sight that makes him depressed. But instead of giving up his beloved chocolate, he consoles himself by stuffing more into his mouth. Yet, the source of his pleasure is actually the cause of his suffering. The whole face of the earth is nothing but ugly sores of suffering. Everywhere we look we see unspeakable pain. But instead of believing God’s explanation and asking Him to forgive us and change our appetite, we run deeper into sin’s sweet embrace. There we find solace in its temporal pleasures, thus intensifying our pain, both in this life and in the life to come.
 (The Evidence Bible – Living Water Publications) 

Righteous Resources 
Just who's job is it to reach the lost? 
Have you ever wanted something to give to Christians that challenges their complacency about reaching out to the lost? This new email will do just that. Send it to all your Christian friends and inspire them to see evangelism as their job.

Prayer Power  
· Our team is making some changes as to where we go out to witness.  Some will be going to Springfield on Friday nights and some to Branson on Sunday afternoons (sometimes both places).  Please pray that we are lead by the Holy Spirit and that God uses us to His glory. 
Calendar 
To be announced: We will be meeting at a movie theater to pass out gospel tracts at the Da Vinci Code movie.

May 21, 2006 – Sunday 1:30pm.  Downtown Branson, Missouri.

Meet in front of Dick’s 5 & 10.   

	  The S.W.A.T. T.E.A.M.
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The world has a

SWAT Team that stands for “Special Weapons And Tactics”.  Our Team has “Special Weapons and Tactics” as well.
Weapons: 
· The Word of God

· The Full Armor of God

· Prayer
Tactics: 
· Use of God’s Law to bring conviction

· Exemplify God’s love when we speak

· Actually listen and care what people say

· Use everyday stories that relate spiritual truths (Jesus did this when he spoke in parables)

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.

2 Corinthians 10:3-4

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 

Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 

and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God

Ephesians 6:10-17


	Weekly Witnessing Adventures
Street Witnessing And Training
Taking Evangelism Across Missouri

 Friday Night - 5/05/06 -- Park Central Square –

Downtown Springfield, Missouri 
Four of us met up tonight in downtown Springfield.  Michael Borich, J.J. Lindsey, Danika and myself.  Tonight was also “Pub Crawl” in downtown Springfield, there were a good number of folks out, but not as many as we thought would be.  

When we arrived, we found out there was a man named Robert, who is from Florida that was down at the square.  He said he would be open-air preaching in just a few minutes.  I was interested in hearing him, so we hung around the square and passed out gospel tracts until he began.  

Robert jumped up on the water fountain wall and began preaching about the mark of the beast, the Passover and against catholicism.  Three different times throughout his open-air, he gave out a $20 bill to random people.  This made the crowd stay around and listen to him.  He did get to use the Law (Ten Commandments) as he was preaching.  He mentioned that none of us are good enough by our works to get to heaven, and that it is only through Jesus Christ that we are made righteous.  He then led some in the crowd in a “sinner’s prayer”.  I do believe there was a few people there that really meant the prayer, and some just said the prayer to get the $20 that he was handing out—hoping Robert would select them.  
Our style of open-air preaching is to focus primarily on taking people through God’s Law (the Ten Commandments) so that they find themselves in need of “saving”, then share the good news (the gospel) with them.  We don’t believe in going off in various directions, like preaching against the catholic church, etc. in the same message as presenting the gospel.

I was able to speak with Nicole and take her through the Law and gospel.  Her boyfriend, John, said that he didn’t believe in this but he didn’t mind if I talked to his girlfriend about it.  John listened as well as we were talking.  Nicole was convicted, as she admitted that she was a lying, thieving, blasphemous, adultery at heart.  She admitted that she would be guilty on Judgment Day and is on her way to hell.  I presented the gospel to her and that “we broke God’s Law and Jesus paid our fine”.  I gave here a “Are you good enough to go to Heaven” tract and a giant $100 bill gospel tract.  John wouldn’t take a giant $100 bill.  
However, later when we ran across Nicole and John, he said he didn’t believe like I did, but he respected me for coming out and talking with people.  He also asked for one of the giant $100 bill gospel tracts.  He said he wasn’t going to read it, but will pin it to his wall for the looks of it.  I am praying that that he will get alone and the Holy Spirit will convict his heart and he will read it.  

Also, since we received a letter from the General Counsel attorney saying that we had the right to witness and pass out gospel tracts at the bus station, we did so!  We walked all around on the property, passed out tracts to just about everyone, waved at the friendly security guard and didn’t have any problems.  Praise God!

The following is from Michael Borich:

The young lady (and her friend who was talking on the telephone-- one of them was Monica, I think)) I shared the Good Person test with near the bus station was like so many of the young people we share with -- they are "Christianized" -- having been to church off and on from a young age, maybe even answering an altar call at some point, baptized, but living lives with little outward evidence or understanding of what it really means to be a a follower of Jesus Christ.

 

From my experience, witnessing to someone with no knowledge is easier than those who think they are Christians but have no interest in growing in their faith.  

 

Especially the downtown-dwellers who are regulars around the square have been around Christians all their lives, can quote scripture, can tell why Jesus died, but here is the problem, in my opinion:

 

Many people want forgiveness without repentance.  They want salvation without change.  They want Christ's blessings without His suffering.  They want to be Christians without being consecrated.  The core message should always be repentance and faith alone in Jesus.  But after that, how then should they live?. . .

 

Save Yourself Some Pain does provide answers, but as in Jesus' day, the most resistant to the good news were those who thought themselves religious.

 

The other two girls I got to take through the Good Person test -- Mykala and Melissa -- both Glendale students -- I have talked to several times in the past but never at length.  They both failed the test, but at the point of, when will you have that serious conversation with God? -- especially after how you shared the tragic story of your cousin (who died in a tragic car accident recently) -- they began to walk away.  Nevertheless, some seeds were planted and I am sure we will see them again.

______________________________ 

We thank God for bringing these people into our paths tonight and to continue to convict their hearts.  

In Christ, 

Brad St. Clair

www.repentandturn.com
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